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Synopsis

A nobleman devoted to defending queen and country and a noblewoman wild enough to match his
every step race to disrupt the plans of a malignant intelligence intent on shaking England to its very
foundations.Lord Drake Varisey, Marquess of Winchelsea, eldest son and heir of the Duke of
Wolverstone, must foil a plot that threatens to shake the foundations of the realm, but the very last
ladyA¢a -4 *nay, noblewomanA¢a -4 she needs assisting him is Lady Louisa Cynster, known
throughout the ton as Lady Wild.For the past nine years, Louisa has suspected that Drake might
well be the ideal husband for her, even though heA¢a -4a,¢s assiduous in avoiding her. But
sheA¢a -a,¢s now twenty-seven and enough is enough. She believes propinquity will reveal
exactly what it is that lies between them, and what better opportunity to work closely with Drake than
this latest mission with which he patently needs her help?Unable to deny LouisaA¢a -a,¢s abilities
or the value of her assistance and powerless to curb her willfulness, Drake is forced to grit his teeth
and acquiesce to her sticking by his side if only to ensure her safety. But all too soon, his true
feelings for her surface sufficiently for her, perspicacious as she is, to see through his denials, which
she then interprets as a challenge.Even while they gather information, tease out clues, increasingly
desperately search for the missing gunpowder, and doggedly pursue the killer responsible for an
ever-escalating tally of dead men, thrown together through the hours, he and she learn to trust and
appreciate each other. And fed by constant exposureA¢a —4& +and blatantly encouraged by

herA¢a -4 «their desires and hungers swell and growA¢a —A|As the barriers between them
crumble, the attraction he has for so long restrained burgeons and balloons, until goaded by her
near-death, it erupts, and he seizes herA¢a -4 -only to be seized in return.Linked irrevocably and
with their wills melded and merged by passionA¢a -4,¢s fire, with time running out and the evil
mastermindA¢a -a,¢s deadline looming, together, they focus their considerable talents and make
one last push to learn the critical truthsA¢a -4 «to find the gunpowder and unmask the villain behind
this far-reaching plot.Only to discover that they have significantly less time than theyA¢a -4,¢d
thought, that the villainA¢a -4,¢s target is even more crucially fundamental to the realm than
theyA¢a -4,¢d imagined, and itA¢a -4,¢s going to take all that Drake isA¢a -4 «as well as all that
Louisa as Lady Wild can bring to bearA¢a -4 «to defuse the threat, capture the villain, and make all
safe and right again.As they race to the ultimate confrontation, the future of all England rests on
their shoulders.Third volume in a trilogy. A historical romance with gothic overtones layered over an
intrigue. A full length novel of 129,000 words.Praise for the works of Stephanie

LaurensA¢a —A“Stephanie LaurensA¢a -a,¢ heroines are marvelous tributes to Georgette Heyer:

feisty and strong.A¢a -A- Cathy KellyA¢a —A“Stephanie Laurens never fails to entertain and charm



her readers with vibrant plots, snappy dialogue, and unforgettable characters.A¢a —Ae Historical
Romance Reviews.A¢a —A“Stephanie Laurens plays into readersA¢a —-4,¢ fantasies like a master

and claims their hearts time and again.A¢a —A+ Romantic Times Magazine
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Customer Reviews

l, of course, expected more from her, but | am getting more and more disappointed in her characters
- their parents were magnificent and it doesn’t seem that the children except for the pages and

pages of boring sex got their brains.
There is nothing | enjoy more than a author | am able to read for years. I've enjoyed Stephanie
Laurens since Devil fell into my hands. I've got every book in every series. | also have one signed

author copy, makes me very happy

Intrigue, intelligence and action - plus of course romance - make for a great book that | thoroughly



enjoyed reading. | didn’t want it to end. | was also happy that Stephanie didn’t waste pages on

detailed sex scenes. Please write more like this one.

Love all of Ms. Lauren’ s books. This one was great. Before reading the trilogy, when back to read
about the parents. Hello old friends.l enjoyed the interaction of the characters and the growing

recognition of their ties.

| loved each book and could hardly wait for the third. The writing style is above average and very

introspective. The intracy of the book is truly amazing. | thoroughly enjoyed reading it. Great ending!

In this interesting conclusion the woman emerges in the limelight as. Louisa is a full partner in the
activities. Devil spoke about the passing of the torch to the next generation but it is also the end of
the male preminence of his generation. Drake reluctantly concedes to Louisa presence centre stage

in a way Devil could not have allowed Honoria to be.

Loved it! | have greatly enjoyed all the Cynster stories and look forward to more. Never quite the

same story, but they flow nicely. | really like the author and all her books | have read.

| always enjoy A Cynster book. It was nice to have the couple in this book get together. It pulls two
of her series together on a real personal level. Was a great read. I'm ready for another.
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